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MESA, Arizona — March 14, 2018 - More than
100 Mesa Community College Music and

Theatre & Film Arts students competed

alongside participants from 70 colleges in

the Region VIII Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival (KCACTF)

(https://www.mesacc.edu/arts/kennedy-center-2017), again hosted at MCC, Feb. 13 to 17.

The Festival recognizes and celebrates the finest and most diverse work produced by
university and college theatre programs in KCACTF Region VIII states: Arizona, Central
and Southern California, Hawaii, Southern Nevada and Utah. Approximately 45 of the
colleges in Region VIII are four-year schools with the remaining being two-year
institutions.

Students received many awards. Tu Nguyen was recognized with the Regional Allied
Design and Technology Award for her makeup and hair design for Eurydice. Nguyen will
represent Region VIII at the United States Institute for Theatre (USITT). Kiri

Malolo earned Honorable Mention in this category for her Properties Design for Story
Theatre and is a Regional alternate.

The MCC Eurydice collaborative design team was honored with the Don Childs Las
Vegas Stagecraft Institute Scholarship to attend a summer training program in Las
Vegas. Team members are Omar Aguilar, costumes; Ambar Dominguez, lighting; Aaron
Roberts and Louis Ponesse, scenic; Tu Nguyen, makeup and hair; and MaryLou
Montgomery, props. Harrison Hayes was a Scenic Design finalist for his work on Of Mice
and Men.
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Miguel Lopez Maldonado earned the Literary Managers and Dramaturgs of the Americas
(LMDA)/KCACTF Student Dramaturgy Award for Program Notes for work done during
the Festival Dramaturgy Intensive. This Award recognizes contributions to the
conception, development and production of theater within their colleges and
universities, or to educational projects in dramaturgy.

Xelha Castrejon and Macy Wood were selected to participate in the Open Jar Institute
summer intensive music theatre workshops in New York City.

In addition to competing for awards and scholarships, student talent was recognized
through invitations to perform and assist during the Festival.

Brianna McClure, Ayanna Le Andre and Michael Koester-Hestand were three of 20
students chosen from 100 auditionees to sing in the KCACTF Music Theater Initiative
Cabaret.

Xelha Castrejon, Macy Wood, JT Ziervogel, Katherine Hudnall, Hep Witzel, Brianna
McClure and Sarah Davidson were chosen to dance in the KCACTF Region III Music
Theater Initiative Cabaret.

MCC'’s Story Theatre, performed six times during the Festival, was selected as the
Invited Production from over 175 productions adjudicated over the past year.

These 14 MCC students were semifinalists for Irene Ryan Scholarships,

providing recognition, honor and financial assistance to outstanding student performers
wishing to pursue further education: Theater & Film Arts (TFAD) students Seamus
McSherry and Brandon Caraco, with scene partners Cedar Eileen Cody and Natalie
Payan, respectively; and Music student teams Katherine Hudnall with Thomas

Wilson; Samantha Merkley with JT Ziervogel; Rio Chavez with Xelha

Castrjon; and Michael Koester-Hestand with Thomas Wilson.

MCC students are coached by faculty and staff specializing in their fields: Kevin
Dressler, Performance faculty; Kara Thomson, Scenic Design faculty; Adriana Diaz,
Costume Shop supervisor; Stephanie Salem, Scene Shop supervisor; Jeff Parulski,
Lighting and Sound supervisor; Cathy Hauan and Sue Anne Lucius, Music Theatre
Performance faculty; and, Jennifer Crandall, Pianist. Christopher Tubilewicz, Performing
Arts coordinator, deserves special recognition for his service as the primary organizer of
a successful 50th Region VIII Festival.

##H

Media Contact: Dawn Zimmer, dawn.zimmer@mesacc.edu
(mailto:dawn.zimmer@mesacc.edu), 480-461-7892

Mesa Community College is nationally recognized for service-learning, career and
technical programs, civic engagement and innovative approaches to higher education.
The college serves as a resource for career readiness, transfer education, workforce
development and lifelong learning. Host to more than 30,000 students annually, MCC
offers more than 150 degree and certificate programs at its two campuses and
additional locations. MCC is an emerging Hispanic Serving Institution with a diverse
student body that enriches the learning experience. Renowned faculty are dedicated to
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student success, providing the education and training that empowers MCC students to
compete locally and nationally. MCC, located in the East Valley of Phoenix, Arizona, is
one of 10 colleges comprising the Maricopa County Community College District. For
additional information visit mesacc.edu (http://mesacc.edu/).

Mesa Community College is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) of the
North Central Association (NCA) http://www.ncahlc.org (http://www.ncahlc.org/)

The Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD) is an EEO/AA institution and
an equal opportunity employer of protected veterans and individuals with disabilities.
All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to
race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, or national origin. A
lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to admission and participation in the
career and technical education programs of the District.

The Maricopa County Community College District does not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or activities. For Title
IX/504 concerns, call the following number to reach the appointed coordinator: (480)
731-8499. For additional information, as well as a listing of all coordinators within the
Maricopa College system, http://www (http://www/). maricopa.edu/non-discrimination.

Contact:
Dawn Zimmer, Media relations coordinator
dawn.zimmer@mesacc.edu, (480) 461-7892

Business Directory (http://www.mesachamber.org/list/)
Events Calendar (http://www.mesachamber.org/events/)
Hot Deals (http://www.mesachamber.org/hotdeals/)
Member To Member Deals (http://www.mesachamber.org/MemberToMember/)
Job Postings (http://www.mesachamber.org/jobs/)
Contact Us (http://www.mesachamber.org/contact/)
Weather (http://www.mesachamber.org/weather/)

Powerad by
Z0ne (http://www.growthzone.com/)

NEED A LAWYER?
WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED.

People do business wit =GPl Flst
P
Suppart local business. Suppart your com I‘I'Il]l'lln'.
il I==p= .

BuylnMesa.com

mesac him ber
A0 Cember 52, Sulte 104 - Wbera, AT 8514
i"rfm-'n.'u Proncte ANy ﬂI‘rn'.IlH Jour hull.nrm E80AT1LET00 - nk@messchamberarn - Mealhambeeng

(http://advertising.mesachamberofcommerce.com.mesameansbusiness.info/www/delivery
oaparams=2_ bannerid=74 zoneid=10 cb=c3244da76c oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fw

http://www.mesachamber.org/news/details/mcc-students-earn-awards-and-recognitions-at-kcactf-regional-festival-03-14-2018 4/6


http://www.mesachamber.org/list/
http://www.mesachamber.org/events/
http://www.mesachamber.org/hotdeals/
http://www.mesachamber.org/MemberToMember/
http://www.mesachamber.org/jobs/
http://www.mesachamber.org/contact/
http://www.mesachamber.org/weather/
http://www.growthzone.com/
http://mesacc.edu/
http://www.ncahlc.org/
http://www/
http://advertising.mesachamberofcommerce.com.mesameansbusiness.info/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=74__zoneid=10__cb=c3244da76c__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mesachamber.org%2Flist%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DLaw%26st%3D0

3/28/2018 MCC students earn awards and recognitions at KCACTF Regional Festival - Mesa Chamber of Commerce, AZ

FINANCING AVAILABLE
ON A/C REPLACEMENT!

480.358.9435

o mFTYIA

(http://advertising.mesachamberofcommerce.com.mesameansbusiness.info/www/delivery
oaparams=2__bannerid=93 zoneid=11 cb=7827235843 oadest=https%3A%2F%2F

.'lf |'I :,?" = H{\._:. E%ﬁi g
& il =
THOMPSON'S

AUTD REPAIR & TOWING

f » SERVING MESA SINCE 1970

¥ ¥ F (280)833-1071
'y / | THOMPSONSAUTOREPAIR.COM
(http://advertising.mesachamberofcommerce.com.mesameansbusiness.info/www/deliver
oaparams=2_bannerid=94 zoneid=12 ¢cb=99754d0dc6__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Ftt

GET RID OFTHIS AD

/A CLICK HERE

mesachamber FOR MORE INFO

REPLACE ITWITHYOURS!

(http://advertising.mesachamberofcommerce.com.mesameansbusiness.info/www/delivery
oaparams=2_ bannerid=61 zoneid=13 cb=3568e35712 oadest=mailto%3Abnelson®

Directory (/list) Deals (/hotdeals) Map (/map) News (/news) Calendar
(/events/calendar)

N
® @ ©
Where to Live Where to Shop Where to Sleep Where to Play Where to Eat
(/list/ql/real- (/list/ql/shopping-  (/list/ql/lodging- (/list/ql/sports-  (/list/qgl/restaurants-
estate-moving- specialty-retail-23) travel-15) recreation-24) food-beverages-
storage-20) 22)

Contact Info
A A A RA LS AA"EE 1 R RA"4

http://www.mesachamber.org/news/details/mcc-students-earn-awards-and-recognitions-at-kcactf-regional-festival-03-14-2018 5/6


http://advertising.mesachamberofcommerce.com.mesameansbusiness.info/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=93__zoneid=11__cb=7827235843__oadest=https%3A%2F%2Fmyoceanair.com%2F
http://advertising.mesachamberofcommerce.com.mesameansbusiness.info/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=94__zoneid=12__cb=99754d0dc6__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fthompsonsautorepair.com%2F
http://advertising.mesachamberofcommerce.com.mesameansbusiness.info/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=61__zoneid=13__cb=3568e35712__oadest=mailto%3Abnelson%40mesachamber.org%3Fsubject%3DI%27m+Interested+in+Advertising+on+the+Mesa+Chamber+Website
http://www.mesachamber.org/list
http://www.mesachamber.org/hotdeals
http://www.mesachamber.org/map
http://www.mesachamber.org/news
http://www.mesachamber.org/events/calendar
http://www.mesachamber.org/list/ql/real-estate-moving-storage-20
http://www.mesachamber.org/list/ql/shopping-specialty-retail-23
http://www.mesachamber.org/list/ql/lodging-travel-15
http://www.mesachamber.org/list/ql/sports-recreation-24
http://www.mesachamber.org/list/ql/restaurants-food-beverages-22

3/28/2018 MCC students earn awards and recognitions at KCACTF Regional Festival - Mesa Chamber of Commerce, AZ

Mesa Chamber of Commerce

Q 165 N. Centennial Way, Mesa, AZ 85201 (https://maps.google.com?
d=165+N.+Centennial+Way+Mesa+AZ+85201)

. 480. 969.1307 (tel:(480) 969-1307)

X info@mesachamber.org (mailto:info@mesachamber.org)

Mesa Morning Live

You

(https://www.youtube.com/user/MesaMorningLive)
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